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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the bdse to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves,flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially 
on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: LAPIDAR Coa., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads “Feb. 
25” your subscription expired with the Feb., 1925 issue; if March 
25,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To Avoid the Loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins 
or bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever 
possible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made 
payable to Mother M. Dolorosa. 
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Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas 
O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the po&t office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the A& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mail- 
ing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, A& of O&ober 3, 
1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 








Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
eo? 
For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. The magnificent picture of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 
A beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16 x 21 or 16 x 25. 








eos 


For Two New The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
Subscriptions to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary,” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. 








ee 


For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” - A veritable Treasure 
Subscriptions House of precious jewels - Eight most charming and 


inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper,” size 19x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 








Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 
22h 


For Four New “The Golden Book,” leather binding, red edges; a 
Subscriptions complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of BI. 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 




















ee 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain or on a bar. A fine gold chain 

rosary, warranted 10 years. 

ee 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 10 years. 

oDODe 


Dear reader, try to secure for yourself one or more of these beautiful pre- 
miums by gaining new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” You will 
feel well repaid for your efforts, and in addition you perform a God-pleasing work 
which He will once generously reward in eternity. 
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St. Joseph’s Position in 
the Plan of Redemption 


From all eternity God had 
decreed that His Divine Son 
should become man, and that 
Mary should be the Mother of 
Jesus; and Joseph, the virginal 
spouse of this Mother, should 
be His foster-father. God 
willed St. Joseph to be the 
spouse of the Mother of God; 
he was thereby exalted above 
men and angels in such a man- 
ner that no one is equal to him, 
and he belongs to an order 
higher than that of the angels 
and saints. St. Joseph occu- 
pies the first place after Mary 


in the plan of Redemption. 


St. Joseph was truly the 
spouse of the Blessed Virgin. 
Those words ‘Spouse of Mary,” 
comprise everything that can 
be said to the glory of Saint 
Joseph. No one among the 
children of men ever possessed 


so great a dignity. 


To St. Joseph was given 
the name “‘father of Jesus," and 
he was considered as such: 
**Jesus being as it was supposed, 
the Son of Joseph’’ (Luke iii. 23). 

‘How great is the dignity of St. 
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Joseph!” exclaims St. Bernard. The Eternal Father shares with St. Joseph the exalted name of 
father, and has thereby given him a great part of His own parental duties and cares. 


As St. Joseph filled his special, active mission in the Mystery of the Incarnation as the protector 
and foster-father of Jesus Christ, so God appointed him for the same office in the Church, the mystical 
body of Christ, and every individual member thereof. He is, according to the will of God, the active 
protector of Christ’s body, the Church, and of its members. As St. Joseph was the foster-father of our 


Lord, and supported Him by the work of his hands, so by his powerful intercession in heaven at the 


ean of God, he is the foster-father of the Church and of every Christian. J 
























































DOO VAAN 
ww) ~ 


UREN IE MWe SEEDS 
= < w) y\e he q 


Debs 


SS 


_ 
se 


~ 


Ny 


QQ 
GSS: 
= 


‘° 
Ij) 


Z 
2 
2 
3 


\ 
Se 


esr 


Y 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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The Holy Eucharist, the Mystery 
of Faith 


HE Holy Eucharist is the touch-stone of faith. 
Our Divine Savior wishes to remain with us 
under the insignificant appearance of bread, so 
that all we do toward uniting ourselves to Him, 
should be pure acts of most meritorious faith. 
Our faith is only then an act of homage to the 

Divine Majesty and a meritorious act of adoration when it is 

based on the authority of Divine revelation. Everything con- 

cerning the Blessed Sacrament is shrouded in deep mystery. 

No created spirit, not even the seraphim or cherubim are ca- 

pable of penetrating the mystery which hovers about this sub- 

lime Sacrament. Our reason is suspended before this unsolved 
problem; our senses protest against a doctrine which is beyond 
their sphere. Natural knowledge fails in this case. Here avails 
only the humble faith in our Savior’s words: “This is My Body 

which is given for you” (Luke xxii. 19).— “The bread that I 

will give is My Flesh for the life of the world. — My Flesh 

is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed” (John vi. 52, 56). 
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If, then, a man founds his unshaken faith solely on the 
words of Christ, that faith is, in truth, supernatural — a faith 
as God expects from him — a faith as it should be. Such faith 
is unyielding; it stands the test of the touchstone which Christ 
has left to us in the Most Blessed Sacrament. We may say 
in all truth that our zeal and fervor toward the Most Blessed 
Sacrament is a reliable thermometer of our whole spiritual 
life. The true Christian is known by his faith in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

How is it, that somany Christians who assist even daily at 
Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion are, nevertheless, so 
cold, indifferent and full of distractions when they are in church 
before the Tabernacle? It is because their faith is so weak 
that it does not deserve the name “faith.” True, they believe 
that Jesus is present in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar, but they are not penetrated by the presence of God 
in a manner so as to feel themselves drawn to the Tabernacle 
when they enter the church. Their conduct in church and 
the way in which they make the genuflection show clearly the 

- weakness and lack of faith in so many Catholics. 

Souls well grounded in faith should bear close resemblance 
to the blessed in heaven. What the blessed in heaven behold 
unveiled, the same will we behold in the light of faith, if we 
are penetrated with a lively sense of the presence of God. 

Lack of lively faith in the Holy Eucharist is the cause of 
many thousands of Catholics losing their faith and turning 
their back upon the Church. We shall never be able to lead 
a spiritual life and attain to familiar intercourse with God, nor 
draw abundant fruits from Holy Communion, if the virtue of 
faith is wanting. And, alas! how many Catholics are lacking 
in a firm, lively faith! 

O Faith, thou marvelous virtue! O sublime virtue, how 
little art thou known! Oh, let us pray for a most fervent, 
lively faith! Then will the Holy Eucharist be our heaven upon 
earth, and our souls will be enriched with heavenly treasures. 
The just man lives by faith. Experience in the past proves 
that lukewarmness in devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament 
precedes indifference to the practice of our holy religion. 

Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, increase in us our faith, hope 
and charity. 300 days indulgence every time; Benedict XV. 
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In Holy Mass the Life of Christ 
is Renewed 





|] MOST striking miracle during the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, and one highly authenticated is 
/ related by Thomas of Cantimpre who was a 
canon regular at Cambrai, France, and who 
| after entering the Dominican Order became 

auxiliary Bishop of Cambrai. With St. Thomas 
of Aquin he received his education in Cologne under BI. Albert 
the Great, and was the most celebrated and most learned 
writer of his time. His virtue, his knowledge and the dignity 
of his high office give special weight to his testimony concerning 
the miracle of Douai of which he was an eyewitness. He writes: 

“In the year 1267 a priest at Douai whilst distributing Holy 
Communion during Easter time in the church of St. Amatus, 
saw a Sacred Host lying on the floor in the dust. He was 
greatly frightened, not knowing how it had come there. Kneel- 
ing down he stretched forth his hand to pick up the Sacred 
Particle, but to his utter amazement he saw It rise from the 
ground and remain suspended in the air. Taking a purificator 
(small linen cloth), he held it under the Sacred Host and with 
joy carried It to the altar. Then he humbly knelt and besought 
our Savior to pardon the indignity that had been offered to Him. 

“Whilst he devoutly contemplated the Adorable Sacrament, 
he was astounded to see the form of a beautiful Child take the 
place of the Host. So great was his emotion that he could not 
restrain his sobs and tears. The clergy present in the choir 
drew near to ascertain the reason, and they too saw the 
charming Infant. Deeply touched they broke out into excla- 
mations of delight. 

“Then the congregation approached to behold the miracu- 
lous appearance which afforded such convincing proof of 
Christ’s real presence upon the altar. But lo! another miracle 
took place! The people saw not the Child as the clergy, but 
they saw Christ before them in the form of a man, in the 
splendor of His Divine Majesty. Fear and amazement thrilled 
all. Reverently they cast down their eyes but soon raised them 
again to look upon their God. This wondrous apparition lasted 
one hour, then Jesus withdrew His corporal presence, and the 
Host was deposited by the priest in the Tabernacle. What 
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affections were elicited in that hour, what sweetness filled the 
hearts!— who could describe? The report of this miracle 
spread far and wide.” 


Ardent Desire to See Christ 


When the account reached the ears of the above named 
auxiliary bishop, he went immediately to Douai, and inquired 
as to the truth of what he had heard. “It is not only true that 
Christ was seen by a great number of persons in the Sacred 
Host,” replied the dean, “but He is still seen by many in 
human form.” 

“Then,” — thus continues the bishop, — “a burning desire 
took possession of me to see also. I begged the dean to show 
me the miraculous Host. We went together to the church, 
followed by a great many persons, who hoped our Lord would 
again show Himself to them. The dean unlocked the Taber- 
nacle door with trembling awe. Reverently he took out the 
Blessed Sacrament, and with It blessed the people. Marvelous 
to relate, they all began to sob and cry aloud: ‘Jesus, Jesus!’ 
I asked what all this meant, and they said: We see our Savior 
with our bodily eyes. But I saw nothing, only the Host 
unchanged. I felt deeply grieved, for I thought some sin had 
rendered me unworthy to behold my Redeemer. I examined 
my conscience, without, however, finding anything special 
wherewith to reproach myself, so with tears I besought our 
Lord to show Himself to me. 

“My petition was granted. I, too, was privileged to see, 
not as many of those present did, the form of a child, but 
that of a full-grown man. I saw Christ clearly. His nose was 
elegant, His eyebrows well arched, His eyes clear and exceed- 
ingly beautiful. His hair fell upon His shoulders, His beard 
was somewhat long and slightly parted under the chin, His 
forehead was smooth and high, His cheeks rather thin and 
pale, His neck somewhat long and His head a little bowed. In 
this beautiful form I looked upon my Savior Jesus Christ for 
a long while, and was so moved by the sight that my heart 
was profoundly touched with blissful love. 

“After I had enjoyed this ravishing sight for some time, the 
charming features of Christ changed, and I saw Him as the 
Man of sorrows. I beheld Him wearing the crown of thorns, 
disfigured by streams of Blood that veiled His sacred Counte- 
nance. Overcome with compassion at this sorrowful sight, I 
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shed bitter tears over the sufferings of my Redeemer; so 
vividly did I realize them that it seemed as if the thorns which 
crowned His head pierced my own temples. 

“A confused murmur now ran through the assembled 
multitude, for each one saw something different at the same 
moment. Some beheld our Lord as a lovely Infant, others as 
a beautiful Boy, as a Youth just attaining manhood, as a Man 
in the prime of years, or, again as He suffered in His Passion. 
It is impossible to describe the emotions that stirred the hearts 
of the people, the feelings that were kindled in their breasts, 
the tears that flowed from their eyes.” 

All the ecclesiastical historians of Belgium recount this 
miracle. Buzelin, in his annals of Flanders, who, as he says, 
searched the archives of the church of Douai, relates a number 
of details which Thomas of Cantimpre had passed over in 
silence. The miracle continued several days, and was renewed 
before the eyes of thousands each time when the Sacred Host 
was exposed. 

In consequence of this miracle, a confraternity of the 
perpetual adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament was 
established in the church of St. Amatus in Douai, which soon 
numbered persons of the highest ranks among its members, and 
was richly indulgenced by several popes. Each year on 
Wednesday after Easter a solemn procession is held in Douai 
in memory of this miracle; and every hundred years a grand 
jubilee celebration recalls this wonderful event to the minds 
of succeeding generations. 


Renewal of the Whole Life of Christ in Mass 


What a beautiful, what a charming and consoling miracle 
which shows in what a marvelous and incomprehensible 
manner Christ reproduces in every Holy Mass all the mysteries 
of His life and Passion to the glory of the Triune God and for 
our salvation! Oh, that I had been in Douai at that time! 
Although I have never seen Thee, O Jesus, in the Sacred Host 
with my bodily eyes, nevertheless, I firmly believe that Thou 
art really present therein, and that Thou dost vividly represent 
to Thy Heavenly Father all the various periods and circum- 
stances of Thy earthly life. That it is easy for Thee to do 
this I recognize from this incident in which, at one and the 
same moment, some beheld Thee as a Child, others as a Boy 
others as a Youth and still others as a Man. Some beheld 
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Thee glorious, others suffering, and others again dying, but 
all at the same moment. 

Just as Christ then effected all this in a wonderful man- 
ner, sO now, in every Holy Mass Christ renews His whole 
life, His Passion and all the events of His earthly life, and 
places them before His Heavenly Father, the Holy Ghost, His 
Mother, all the choirs of angels and the hosts of saints, so 
distinctly as if all and each were actually taking place again. 

All who assist at Holy Mass may in spirit behold our 
Redeemer in the events of His life: as He lay in the crib, as 
He was circumcised and offered in the temple. He represents 
to them His flight into Egypt and the years of banishment He 
spent there; how He lived a hidden life in Nazareth, how He 
fasted and preached and went about from place to place. He 
shows them how He was persecuted, sold, betrayed, accused, 
scourged, crowned, crucified, put to death and buried; how He 
rose gloriously, ascended into heaven and thus completed His 
earthly life and Passion. With this vivid representation and 
true renewal of His holy life and Passion He gives no less joy 
to the Heavenly Father, the Holy Ghost and the entire celestial 
court, than He did through these same mysteries during His 
life here on earth. Therefore, the heavens receive an incom- 
parably greater joy and bliss from each Holy Mass than 
from any other good work in this world. 

This joy arises not only from the vivid representation of 
the ‘renewed life and Passion of Christ, but also from the 
prayers and supplications which the Sacred Humanity of Jesus 
Christ addresses to the Divine Majesty during the Adorable 
Sacrifice. For in every Holy Mass Christ honors, praises, loves 
and glorifies, He thanks and serves the Most Blessed Trinity 
with all the power of His Divinity and with all the strength 
of His Humanity, from the depths of His Sacred Heart. All 
this He does in so sublime and incomprehensible a manner, that 
His prayer of praise, of love and thanksgiving infinitely sur- 
passes all honor and all services rendered to Him by the saints 
while they were on earth. From this we may judge what an 
excellent Divine service Holy Mass is, and how much we can 
effect with God if we assist devoutly at these sacred Mysteries. 


Treasures of the Adorable Sacrifice 


Christ, our most faithful Redeemer, labored thirty-three 
years on earth and thereby acquired a superabundant store of 
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merits, not for Himself but for us, His poor children. Nor 
does He cease to labor even now, but continues without 
remission as He Himself testifies: “My Father worketh until 
now, and I work” (John v. 17), that He may make us capable 
of receiving His merits. In every Holy Mass He continues to 
renew His holy life, and performs in each what He accomplished 
during the thirty-three years of His life. This He places before 
the eyes of His Father to reconcile us to Him. Thereby He 
rejoices the Father and pacifies the indignation of the Divine 
Majesty which we have aroused by our sins. All this He offers 
to the Father to pay our debt, and when we assist at Holy 
Mass, He imparts to us His merits according to our ability, that 
thereby we may render satisfaction for our sins. 

Oh, let us take to heart His loving intentions in our 
regard, because every day He offers to us gratuitously this 
priceless store of merits that we may make them our own. Let 
us assist at Holy Mass every day if possible and also receive 
Holy Communion. Through so little pains we will secure for 
ourselves a great share in the treasures of the Adorable 
Sacrifice. 


t t $ 


The Adorable Wounds of Our Savior 


OVE for the Most Blessed Sacrament and Its 
worthy reception is the pledge of eternal life; 
likewise the devout, fervent veneration of the 
holy Wounds of Jesus Christ is the pledge of 
eternal life and the source of supreme glory in 
heaven; for the Adorable Wounds of our Savior 
are the tokens of His love and the price of our Redemption. 

The principal devotion of the Mother of God after the 
ascension of Christ into heaven, consisted in a heartfelt com- 
passion for the sufferings of her Crucified Son. The apostles 
had indelibly imprinted the sufferings of Christ upon their 
hearts. Saints of all ages down to our own times, have lov- 
ingly, gratefully and with heartfelt sympathy meditated, yes, 
daily meditated on the sufferings of Christ, and have thereby 
become holy. Devotion to the suffering and dying Savior is 
the greatest devotion of Holy Church, the first and most. 
necessary devotion for all true Catholics. 
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If the spirit of the world enters a parish or family, it is 
due chiefly to the fact that the memory of the bitter Passion 
and death of our Divine Savior has become obliterated. The 
spirit of the world and veneration of the Wounds of Christ 
cannot possibly exist in the same heart. 


Most Pleasing to Christ 


St. Bernard had a most tender devotion for the Passion 
of Christ; therefore he is usually represented with the instru- 
ments of the Passion. Once when he was in a church standing 
before a Crucifix and devoutly meditating on our Lord’s suffer- 
ings, Jesus was so pleased with his compassion that He loos- 
ened His hands from the Cross and tenderly embraced the 
saint. 

Caesarius writes that a pious laybrother of the Cistercian 
Order, as often as he passed a Crucifix, repeated the words: “O 
Lord Jesus Christ, I beseech Thee by the bitter sufferings on 
the Cross which Thou didst endure for me, especially in that 
hour when Thy most Holy Soul was separated from Thy 
Blessed Body, have mercy on my poor soul at its departure 
from my body.” Immediately after his death, the brother 
appeared to his prior and told him that he had escaped 
purgatory and would now enter the eternal joys, because he 
had frequently recited that prayer. 

After long and fervent petitions to our Lord, St. Catherine 
of Siena at length obtained the privilege of participating in 
all the sufferings Christ endured for us. She informed her 
confessor that the extending on the Cross seemed to her as 
one of the greatest corporal sufferings. As a consequence, she 
suffered intensely in her chest and from that time forward her 
strength steadily declined. And yet, what were the sufferings 
of Catherine in comparison with the sufferings of Jesus! 

In the revelations to St. Mechtilde we read that she one 
day asked Christ what was His greatest corporal pain. Jesus 
answered her: “When I was extended upon the Cross so that 
all My bones could be numbered; and whoever thanks Me for 
this torture, renders Me a service as if he had anointed all 
My Wounds.” 

There is scarcely anything more meritorious and more 
pleasing to our Savior than the meditation on His Passion. “He 
who wishes to ascend from virtue to virtue and to lead a 
perfect life,” says St. Bonaventure, “let him daily meditate on 














His heart overflowing with tender compassion, St. Bernard kneels before the Crucifix sorrowfully 
contemplating how our Blessed Savior was sold for thirty pieces of silver, sought by the soldiers 
with lanterns in Gethsemane, bound with cords, denied by Peter at the crowing of the cock, 
scourged, crowned with thorns, condemned to the death of the Cross, derided in His thirst by 
vinegar and gall, His Heart opened by a spear and His garments divided by.lot. “‘O my Crucified 
Lord!” exclaims St. Bernard, “‘it is Thy excessive love for man which has nailed Thee to the 
Cross !’’ — Touched by such heartfelt compassion, Jesus stoops from the Cross, and in a tender 
embrace draws St. Bernard to His bosom. 
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Christ’s sufferings because nothing is so conducive to holiness.” 
Bl. Albert the Great says: “It is more beneficial to meditate 
daily with devotion on the Passion of Christ than to fast 
every Friday of the year on bread and water, to scourge 
oneself to blood and to pray the one hundred and fifty 
psalms. Why? Because the devout meditation of Christ’s 
Passion incites us to contrition and to the imitation of Christ, 
and at the same time obtains for us the necessary graces.” 

' How beautiful are the words of the “Imitation of Christ :” 
“Would you lové Jesus with your whole heart? would you 
cleanse your soul from all stains, and adorn it with virtues? 
would you gloriously triumph over the enemies of your 
salvation and taste sweet consolation in your sufferings and 
trials? would you make great progress in prayer, obtain Divine 
mercy, die a happy death and finally reign eternally in 
heaven? — learn to meditate diligently on the mysteries of the 
Passion and death of our Divine Savior.” 


$ ¢ ¢ 


A Special Attraction 

The founding of a convent and community is and always has been connected 
with many difficulties. It is almost impossible to establish a God-pleasing convent 
without crosses and sacrifices. Experience proves, however, that a new foundation 
has special attraction for courageous souls, for the very reason that, by joining such 
a community there are more sacrifices to be brought, that there is more simplicity» 
more generous offering of self to God, than by joining a community already well- 
established. God blesses sacrifices and privations. Peace, joy and contentment 
reign where holy poverty is felt and where childlike obedience is cheerfully practiced. 

Recently a convent for School Sisters of the Order of St. Francis was founded 
at Conception, Missouri. These sisters have a good spirit and are under the 
spiritual direction of the Benedictine Abbey of Conception, Missouri. Young ladies 
who wish to consecrate themselves to God and devote their life to teaching will do 
well to apply for admission into this little community. Since the Diocese of St. 
Joseph has not yet a motherhouse for school sisters, this new foundation ought to 
receive a warm welcome. For particulars, address: 

Mother M. Pia, O.S.F., Superioress, Conception, Missouri. 


EASTER POST CARDS 


For the very low price of 30 cents per dozen, we offer a variety of artistic 
cards printed on excellent quality paper, which cannot fail to please your friends 
and raise their thoughts to Him whose glorious triumph we commemorate. 

From Michigan: “The cards are truly beautiful and bring such loving and 
holy thoughts to one’s mind.” 
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Devotion of the Stations of the Cross 





To make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to visit the sacred 
spots where our Divine Savior suffered and died, has ever 
been an attraction for the believing heart. Whoever has 
been in Jerusalem has also made the Way of the Cross; that 
is, he has devoutly walked the same way which our Divine 
Savior, laden with the heavy Cross, once trod from the palace 
of Pilate to Mount Calvary. But as it is not possible for all to 
journey to the Holy Land, the custom of reproducing in one’s 
own country the sacred spots, there to meditate on the suf- 
ferings of Christ, was early introduced, in order thus to com- 
pensate oneself in some measure for the privation of visiting 
the holy places in Jerusalem. This private devotion of the 
faithful, the so-called Way of Cross, soon became a favorite 
devotion which Holy Church enriched with many indulgences. 

The present Way of the Cross consists of fourteen stations, 
that is, fourteen pictures, each of which represents an incident 
of the sorrowful way of the Cross. Wherever the Stations 
have been canonically erected, the faithful may gain the in- 
dulgences attached to this devotion. 

Besides the general condition of being in the state of grace, 
the following conditions must be observed in order to gain 
the wealth of plenary and partial indulgences connected with 
the Way of the Cross: — 

1. It is necessary to go from station to station. This 
condition must always be observed when the stations are made 
in private or by persons individually; when the stations are 
prayed in common it is advisable that the faithful turn slightly 
toward the station that is being considered and rise and gen- 
uflect with the priest or the one who moves from station to 
station reciting the prayers aloud. 

2. A further condition for gaining the indulgences is 
meditation on the Passion of Christ. At each station the 
faithful must briefly consider the sufferings of our Lord. 

These are the only conditions required for the gaining of 
the indulgences of the stations. Generally an Our Father a 
Hail Mary or an act of contrition are added; this, however, 
is only a pious custom, not of obligation. 

The indulgences attached to the devotion of the stations 
are the same as those which are granted for a pilgrimage to 
the holy places in Jerusalem. Regarding the number and value 
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of these indulgences, it is not permitted to state definitely; 
they are very numerous, however, both the plenary and par- 
tial, and all may be applied to the poor souls. 

All who are sick, in prison, at sea, or in any way prevented 
from visiting a church where the Way of the Cross has been 
erected, may gain these indulgences by reciting the Our Fa- 
ther and the Hail Mary, each fourteen times; then the Our 
Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory be to the Father, each 
five times in honor of the five Holy Wounds; and finally, the 
Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father once accord- 
ing to the intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff, all the while 
holding in their hands a Crucifix which has been enriched 
with the blessing of the Stations. Few of the laboring classes 
of people find time on week days to pray the stations in a 
church, and many have not the opportunity even on Sundays. 
Having a small Crucifix blessed for this purpose, they can 
perform this beautiful devotion at home with their family, or 
whenever they wish, and apply all the indulgences to them- 
selves or to the poor souls in purgatory. 

Let us be firmly convinced and entertain the glad hope 
that if, during our earthly life, we lovingly and humbly medi- 
tate on the Wounds and sufferings of Christ, we shall once 
in heaven partake in the glory of the Wounds of Christ; and 
the more profound and tender our devotion has been to our 
suffering Savior, the more intimate will be our union with 
Him in heaven. 

Be zealous in making use of the graces which Holy Church 
offers you during the holy season of Lent as also throughout 
the year. Perform the devotion of the Way of the Cross,often 
and devoutly. 


t $ t 


NOTICE: We receive many orders for The Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to the revelations of the Servant of God, 
Anna Catherine Emmerich. Our supply of the English book is com- 
pletely exhausted. Within the coming year, however, we hope to 
issue portions of the Passion of our Lord in several brochures, and 
will also endeavor to have a second revised edition of the whole book 
printed. Announcement will be made in ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
when these booklets are ready for distribution. Until such notice 
appears, we would ask our kind readers to withhold their orders. 

















Twelfth Station — Jesus Dies on the Cross 


The above picture shows the twelfth station in our beautiful 
Way of the Cross. Every picture in this artistic set of Stations 
is a sermon, which powerfully moves the soul to devotion ani 
compassion for our Suffering Savior. Each station is accom- 
panied by a touching meditation and prayer. With this Station 
Book it is easy to pray the Stations at home or in church. 

Beautiful frontispiece of our Savior’s thorn - crowned 
Head. Has a durable dark cover. Order at once for Lent. 
Price 30 cents postpaid. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Feast of the Annunciation 
March 25th 





Excellence of the “‘Hail Mary’’ 


HE first Ave Maria pronounced by the Archangel 
“4 6Gabriel produced the greatest and most extraor- 
dinary miracle, and became the source of salvation 
for sinful mankind. Since our salvation had its 
origin in this salutation, we may infer, that the 
salvation of each individual is connected in a special manner 
with this prayer. The Hail Mary was brought down by an 
ambassador of heaven to cause the dry, unfruitful earth to 
bring forth the fruit of life; similarly, the same prayer, devoutly 
recited, will germinate Jesus Christ in our souls. It is like a 
heavenly dew that moistens souls. The soul not refreshed 
with this celestial dew bears no fruit; it produces only thorns 
and thistles and is in great danger of being lost. The Holy 
Virgin revealed to Blessed Alanus: “Know, my son, and publish 
it everywhere, that it is a probable and almost certain sign of 
reprobation, when one prays with disgust, and great negligence 
the Angelical Salutation which has wrought the world’s 
salvation.” 

“I know of nothing, O Mary,” exclaims Thomas a Kempis, 
“I know of nothing so glorious for thee and so consoling for 
us, as the Angelical Salutation! So great is its sweetness that 
words fail to describe it.” 

“It is certain,” says another servant of Mary, “that this 
prayer never ascends to heaven without obtaining a new favor, 
either for body or soul, for this good Mother gladly greets us 
with a favor if we give her the pleasure of greeting her with 
a Hail Mary.” The Blessed Virgin promised St. Gertrude as 
many graces for the hour of death as she would pray Ave 
Marias during her life. To obtain pardon for her emotions 
of impatience, the Blessed Virgin counselled St. Bridget to 
pray a Hail Mary. 

It was also this good Mother who revealed to St. Dominic 
that his sermons would remain ineffective until he should 
preach the rosary. She thereby gave him to understand how 
much good would result from this devotion, for as God, when 
He wished to accomplish the Mystery of the Incarnation to 
effect the Redemption of the world, prepared it by the saluta- 
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tion of the angel, so should Dominic prepare the heretics for 
conversion by announcing the Aves of the rosary. In fact, this 
saint won more souls for God through the efficacy of the Hail 
Mary, than by any other means. It is, indeed, wonderful for, 
according to the statements of the time, the first fruits of this 
newly introduced devotion of the rosary were the reconciliation 
of more than one hundred thousand utterly hardened schis- 
matics, and the conversion of an incredible number of sinners. 


The Canticle of the New Testament 


We quote the following beautiful words of a saint: “The 
Ave Maria prayed with devotion, is the enemy of the evil spirit 
whom it puts to flight, and the hammer which crushes him. It 
is the sanctification of the soul, the exultation of angels, the 
melody of the elect. It is the canticle of the New Testament, 
the joy of Mary and the glory of the Blessed Trinity. The 
Ave Maria is a heavenly dew which fructifies the soul; it isa 
crimson rose which we offer to Mary; it is a precious pearl 
which we present to her. Finally, the Ave Maria is the most 
beautiful eulogy that can be spoken in her honor. The secret 
charms with which it abounds, prevail over her heart so 
powerfully, that she will, without fail, be forced to love us, if 
we pray it well — pray it as it should be prayed.” 

Another client of the Immaculate Virgin testified of himself 
that.every time he pronounced the words, “Hail Mary,” the 
world lost all charm for him, his heart became inebriated 
with holy love, his devotion increased, his hope was intensi- 
fied, his joy redoubled, his whole being renewed and con- 
firmed in virtue. 

A certain holy nun appeared after death to her superior- 
ess and told her that, if God would permit, she would gladly 
quit the joys of heaven to return to her body and again suffer 
all the pains of her last illness, in order to be able to pray 
many times the Ave Maria, and to obtain the merit of this 
short and easy prayer; “even though,” she added, “I should 
be obliged to do so with a little coldness and distraction.” 

Suarez, one of the most learned theologians of the Church, 
who was at the same time a miracle of piety and knowledge, 
declares that he would exchange all his knowledge for the 
merit of one single Hail Mary. 


$ $ ¢ 





Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, benedicta tu in mulieribus! 
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Dominus Tecum 


By Cardinal Wiseman 





“The Lord is with thee,” my Mother dear, 
Thou art never weary that news to hear, 
The gladdest news that was ever told 
For ever new and for ever old. 
Thy children are telling it all day long 
And the angels make it their sweetest song, 
And we hail thee and bless thee, and love to tell 
He is with thee, the Mother He loves so well. 


He came to thee first in the midnight gloom 
That wrapt thee round in the silent room, 
When the listening air was thrill’d and stirred 
By the breath of Gabriel’s wond’rous word. 
And the silver wings of the heavenly Dove 
Drooped brooding o’er the Virgin love, 
And thy Jesus came to thy Heart unseen, 
As the angel knelt to the Angel’s Queen. 


He came to thee first, He is with thee now: 

He has set a crown on thy shining brow, 

He is with thee for ever no more to part, 

For thy home of love is His Sacred Heart. 
“Hail Mary,” my Mother, thy joy is won 

“The Lord is with thee,” thy Lord and Son! 
“Hail Mary,” my Mother, thy pains are past 
And for ever and ever thy bliss shall last! 


“Hail Mary” again and again we greet 
The Mother of God and our Mother sweet; 
We look on thy beautiful, loving face 
So full of glory, so full of grace. 

And we sigh for the day when we shall rest 
In thy tender arms, on thy gentle breast, 
The day when our exile will be past, 

When thou shalt show us thy Child at last. 


O Mary! to think we shall see thee then, 
The face we have dreamt of again and again: 
To think — Oh! can it ever be true, 

That then the Lord will be with us too, 
That through all those bright unending hours, 
Jesus and Mary will both be ours! 
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St. Joseph and the Blessed Sacrament 





VERYONE who sincerely loves Jesus Christ re- 
joices to see his Savior extolled, adored and 
glorified, throughout the ages. And if there isa 
creature who has in a more excellent degree and 
manner understood how to honor and praise our 
Blessed Redeemer, how gladly should we not 
seek to learn this art from so privileged a person. No one 
among all created beings, the Immaculate Mother of God 
excepted, knew the Incarnate Word better, loved Him more 
tenderly, or adored Him more devoutly than St. Joseph. The 
life of St. Joseph was an uninterrupted act of adoration. He 
adored the Divine Child in His abasement, in His humility, in 
His weakness, for His faith penetrated the Humanity beneath 
which the Divinity was veiled. He recognized the Eternal in 
the helpless Child which lay weeping upon the straw. In the 
humble workshop of Nazareth he beheld God in the Youth 
subject to him. 

The most exalted treasures, Jesus and Mary were confided 
to St. Joseph’s care; the Eternal Word, He who according to 
His Divine nature, is in all things equal to the Heavenly Father, 
became his obedient son. What a surpassing dignity, what an 
unparalleled honor for St. Joseph! For Jesus was he created, 
for Jesus did he live; all graces had been given him for 
Jesus’ sake. 

We, too, should adore Jesus with a lively faith. The Blessed 
Sacrament gives us the Infant of Bethlehem, the Youth of 
Nazareth, only with this difference, that here the abasement is 
still greater, because in the Holy Eucharist even our Savior’s 
Sacred Humanity is concealed. Our God is present, the King 
of heaven and earth, whom love holds captive beneath the 
lowly species of bread — let us pay Him homage in the Sacred 
Host. 





Three Privileges 


Among the many privileges which St. Joseph enjoyed in 
an eminent degree, there are three which attract our particular 
attention because the Holy Eucharist bestows the same also 
upon us. They are: the continual presence of Jesus, the life 
with Jesus, the service of Jesus. 

Continual presence of Jesus.— To see Jesus! Who can 
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count all the happy hours St. Joseph spent in the presence of 
the Son of God whom he was privileged to call his Son, and 
who in return addressed him by the endearing name of father. 
With what heavenly joy and sweet consolation was he filled, 
when during his wearisome hours of labor, his glance met 
that of his foster-Son, whose daily bread he was earning! 
And when evening had come and his tired hands rested from 
work, his recreation was spent with Jesus. 

Life with Jesus; the service of Jesus. — To live with Jesus, 
to serve Jesus, —this was the joy and occupation of St. Joseph, 
To do all for his Divine Son was the uppermost thought in 
St. Joseph’s mind day and night. His prolonged and arduous 
labors, his vigils, his weariness, the sweat of his brow — all 
for Jesus. He never thought of himself; his entire existence 
was consecrated to Jesus alone. 

May our thanksgiving be united to those which arose from 
the loving heart of the holy Patriarch when he considered his 
thrice glorious portion upon earth: To see Jesus, to live with 
Jesus, to consecrate all his powers to Him! Do we not share 
his happy lot? Does not the Blessed Sacrament bestow the 
very same privileges upon us? 

In the Holy Eucharist we do not, indeed, see our Divine 
Lord with our bodily eyes, but with the eyes of the spirit, that 
is, faith confidently assures us that He is really present. Let 
us close our bodily eyes and open those of the spirit. “Blessed 
are they that have not seen and have believed” (John xx. 29). 
His presence in the Blessed Sacrament makes it possible for 
us to visit Him, to converse with Him as a friend with a friend, 
to tell Him our sorrows and our trials, to ask His Divine counsel. 
In Holy Communion He lives in us in a wonderful manner, 
thus perfecting in us a most intimate and blissful union. 

Lastly, the Eucharist enables us to offer Jesus our services. 
How highly men esteem the honor of being employed in the 
service of some noble personage! But what are all kings and 
princes of the world in comparison with our Eucharistic King 
in the Most Blessed Sacrament! Never is man greater than 
when he kneels in adoration before the Lord of Hosts. Let us 
esteem it our highest honor to consecrate to Him our prayers, 
our labors, our time; to do all for Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Oh, let us be grateful to Him for this inestimable con- 
descension in the Holy Eucharist, according to the example of 
His blessed foster-father. 
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The Sufferings of St. Joseph 


Love cannot exist here below without suffering, and St. 
Joseph who, after Mary, was the most ardent lover of Jesus, 
had to endure many trials and sufferings. What a pang he 
felt at seeing Jesus not known, not loved, yea, even maliciously 
persecuted by many! He for whom the nations had waited 
thousands of years, had come at length, but instead of hastening 
unto Him, men thrust Him out of their midst. 

At Bethlehem there was no room for Mary and Joseph in 
the inn, for the promised Savior, and He whom the angels 
adore, had no shelter but a stable, found no resting-place but 
a manger. Only afew days after His birth He was forced to 
flee, under the protection of His foster-father, to escape the 
persecution of Herod. 

Then followed His hidden life at Nazareth, a life of poverty, 
of labor; a life despised and misunderstood! What sorrow for 
the heart of St. Joseph who appreciated the treasure entrusted 
to his care, to be deprived of Him and to seek Him sorrowing 
for three days! Joseph loved this Divine Child all the more 
because he realized that as God He was worthy of all glory 
all homage, all the love of which mankind is capable. Let 
us unite our sentiments with those of St. Joseph, for Jesus is 
in the Tabernacle, as in the house of Nazareth, the hidden 
God, the persecuted and offended God, yea, the God despised 
and ignored! Let us also foster a most tender compassion for 
Him who is obliged to see how infidelity will not recognize 
God beneath this Veil of His Love, who sees Himself persecuted 
by the hatred of men even into the silent retreat of the 
Tabernacle in which He is still outraged and blasphemed. 


Our Model for Prayer 


Lastly, St. Joseph is our model for prayer. For what did 
the holy Patriarch pray? He desired nothing for himself for 
he possessed in Jesus the fulness of all riches. He prayed 
with a burning desire that Jesus, His love and His mission 
might be recognized by all men. Let us likewise pray before 
the altar that His Eucharistic kingdom may reign in every 
soul; that the world may prostrate at His feet; that He may: be 
known and loved; that He may be visited and received with 
most fervent desire. May this always be our fervent*petition! 

During the month of March let us unite our adoration 
with that of St. Joseph that he may assist our weakness, 
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Interesting Passages from the Life of St. Joseph 





oon a the exception of Mary, the Immaculate 
Virgin and Mother of God, no saint of Holy 
Church is so generally and lovingly venerated 
as St. Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus Christ. 
Without doubt, he is next to Mary the greatest 
and most powerful of all the saints of heaven. 
Nazareth in Galilee was his birthplace and King David the 
progenitor of his tribe and family. In the opinion of the 
most celebrated theologians, St. Joseph, like St. John the 
Baptist, was sanctified even in his mother’s womb, and by a 
special grace of God, was preserved from every, even the 
slightest venial sin. The sacred Gospels are silent as to his 
youth. 

Venerable Anna Catherine Emmerich describes him as a 
talented but modest youth, who loved to withdraw from the 
company of his playmates to some secluded spot, in order to 
devote himself to prayer. For this piety he often became an 
object of raillery to his five brothers. Though of royal descent, 
he lived in such humble circumstances that he was obliged to 
earn a livelihood by working at the laborious trade of a car- 
penter. His only parental inheritance seems to have been an 
industrious disposition, and a most noble character whose 
chief traits were a heavenly simplicity and an angelic purity. 
Many doctors of the Church are of the opinion that he made 
a vow of perpetual virginity in his early youth. If Jesus on 
the Cross intrusted His Mother, when advanced in years, to 
none but His virgin disciple, St. John, how could He have con- 
fided her in youth to St. Joseph, had he not been a virgin? 

When St. Joseph was about forty years of age, he was 
selected as the spouse of Mary in a wonderful manner. From 
that time forth he shared all the joys and sorrows with his 
virginal Spouse; he was her faithful protector and cared for 
her most lovingly. His firm confidence in God remained un- 
shaken when he perceived that his Spouse was with child, and 
his righteousness was soon rewarded by the joyful revelation 
that Mary had conceived of the Holy Ghost and would give 
birth to the long-expected Messiah. What joy and bliss for 
his loving heart, when he was vouchsafed to adore the new- 
born Savior in the stable of Bethlehem! when the Infant Jesus 
stretched forth His tiny hands, as if imploring his fatherly 
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solicitude to provide for Him in His poverty! St. Joseph’s 
faith never wavered. He beheld the Redeemer of the world, 
his God, as a helpless Child with whom he had to flee into 
Egypt to escape the murderous designs of the tyrant Herod; 
and he was permitted to care for Him, to take the place of a 
father in His behalf. What an honor! 

So holy a life could be closed only by a most happy death. 
St. Joseph died in the arms of his Divine Foster-Child and 
those of his faithful Spouse, shortly before the public life of 
our Lord began. What a sweet death! It is the opinion of 
many holy fathers, that St. Joseph was taken up into heaven 
with body and soul. At least we find no trace of his mortal 
remains. 

The confidence of Christians in the power of St. Joseph 
is justly unbounded. We take refuge to him in all our wants 
and necessities, and he always shows himself a faithful inter- 
cessor. St. Thomas teaches: “It has been granted to St. Joseph 
to assist in every necessity, to lend a helping hand in every 
difficulty, and to protect all those who implore his intercession 
with confidence.” 

St. Joseph is especially invoked as patron of the dying, 
in order to obtain through his intercession a happy death and 
the grace, not to be ushered into eternity without the conso- 
lations of our holy religion. God alone knows for how many 
thousands he has obtained the grace of receiving the Last 
Sacraments before their, departure from this world, even when 
circumstances rendered this apparently impossible. We may 
rest assured that he will valiantly assist all those who have 
truly venerated him during life, in that dreadful moment, upon 
which a most happy or a most wretched eternity depends; 
that he will obtain for them tears of true repentance; will 
strengthen them in their last agony; conquer the powers of 
hell; preserve the departing soul from everlasting perdition 
and a long purgatory, and lead it to eternal glory. 

During the ecclesiastical year Holy Church honors St. 
Joseph by two special feasts, the feast on March 19th, and 
the Patronage of St. Joseph, celebrated on the third Wednesday 
after Easter. The great Pope Pius IX, a special venerator of 
St. Joseph, proclaimed him Patron of the Universal Church 
on December 8, 1870. 


++ 
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St. Joseph Lodges Two Missionaries 





The chronicles of the Franciscan Fathers relate the 
following occurrence : — 

Father Jerome Pistoya, a Capuchin and Apostolic Mission- 
ary, who was especially devoted to St. Joseph, went with 
another Father of his Order to Venice, whence by order of the 
Holy See he was to embark for the island of Candia. It was 
summer. To avoid the intolerable heat they travelled by night, 
and so it happened that they once lost theirway. After straying 
about for some time, exhausted and hungry, they knelt down and 
invoked the assistance of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

When they had finished their prayer they saw in the 
distance the glimmer of a lamp, and following its light, they 
soon reached a little house which they found inhabited by a 
man, with wife and child, of dignified and handsome appear- 
ance. The missionaries introduced themselves as travellers who 
had lost their way. They begged for shelter, and were received 
with the utmost kindness and hospitality. When after a good 
night’s rest, they awoke the next morning, they found themselves 
lying in a meadow, and saw not the slighest trace of the cottage 
or its inmates. These good Fathers doubted not that they had 
been entertained by the Holy Family itself, and thanked God 
heartily for so marvelous a protection. 

The learned Eckius, in his homilies on St. Joseph says: “Let 
all who undertake dangerous journeys and travel through 
hostile countries, recommend themselves to St. Joseph for 
protection and security.” 

For the months of March and April, we would recommend the two booklets 
of St. Joseph, “Go to Joseph,” and “Devotions to St. Joseph.” For particulars 
see inside of back cover. 

NEW YORK: “I received your package of books a few days ago and thank 
you for your prompt attention. Among them was a little book entitled ‘Devotions 
to St. Joseph.’ I had been praying for over two years for a position. After 
reading the book I promised St. Joseph, that if he sent me a permanent position 


paying at least $25.00 I would distribute 1,000 of these books. Almost immedi- 


ately my prayer was answered.” 
+ + 
? ? 


+ 
? 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Words of Our Lord to Sister Benigna Consolata 





“One day,” relates Sister Benigna Consolata, “I had placed 
a little metal statue of our Lord on a sheet of paper on which 
I was writing. Through a slight movement it fell over. I 
picked it up, kissed it and said to my dear Savior: ‘If Thou 
hadst not fallen, Thou wouldst not have received this kiss.’ 
Jesus answered me with all His charming sweetness: ‘O My 
Benigna, it is the same when thou dost commit a fault through 
inadvertance. Thou dost not offend Me thereby, but the act 
of humility or love which thou dost then deliberately make, 
is for Me a kiss which I would not have received but for 
this imperfection.” 

Our sins should not prejudice our behavior toward Jesus. 
“To them that love God, all things work together unto good,” 
says St. Paul, “even their sins,” adds St. Augustine. Jesus 
explained this truth to Benigna. “Thou canst not comprehend,” 
He told her, “the joy I experience when I can exercise My 
office of Savior. I find My greatest satisfaction in this, and 
I can construct the most beautiful masterpieces from those 
souls whom I have drawn from the greatest misery and deep- 
est mire. As soon as sins are forgiven, they become for the 
soul that has committed them as so many sources of grace 
because they furnish continual occasions for humility. Every- 
thing contributes to the transformation of a soul. Even her 
imperfections become in My Divine hand, as so many precious 
stones because I transform them into acts of humility with 
which I inspire the soul. If builders could change debris and 
all waste into building material, how happy they would be! 
Well then, the faithful soul can do so with My Divine help; 
even the gravest and most shameful failings become foundation 
stones in the edifice of her perfection.” 

The above are excerpts from the new brochure entitled 
“‘Words of Our Lord to Sister Benigna Consolata.”” Thousands 
and thousands will eagerly grasp for this singularly beautiful 
brochure. It contains revelations of the love and mercy of God 
which powerfully move the heart to tread with joy the way to 
heaven. The Savior speaks in so loving and winning a manner, 
that even the greatest sinner must take new courage and be filled 
with confidence. We here quote a few more passages : — 

“I have a human heart and I love mankind,” said our Divine 
Savior to Sister Benigna; ‘‘let mankind believe in My immeasure- 
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able love; for men are My friends; they are My brethren! —I am 
all love, and the greatest pain one can inflict on My Heart is to 
doubt My goodness! — Cry aloud in order to be heard by the 
whole world that I hunger, I thirst, I die of longing to be received 
by My creatures!” 

We look forward with happy anticipation to the wide cir- 
culation of this beautiful booklet. Thousands of human hearts 
will be filled with love and confidence toward the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.— Clear print with an attractive picture of Sister Benigna 
Consolata. Price 10 cents each. Reduction for quantities. 


4 
t 


Several Miraculous Cures 





fy N Rome and out of Rome, Pius X of blessed memory 
® is honored as a saint and, undoubtedly, the honors 
of the altar will soon be accorded to him. Even 
during his life, the favors received through the 
prayer or imposition of hands of Pius X were the 
talk of Rome. Those who, with their own eyes, have seen 
the miracles attest to the facts. Here, mention is made of 
several miracles. The miraculous cures of Ferdinando Smuth 
of Rome, aged 69 years, and of the French Captain Hamon, 
both took place in 1919. 

Ferdinando Smuth was suffering from a serious liver 
complaint. The physicians, among whom was Professor Zeri, 
president of the Policlinic, gave him up. The relatives knew 
well that the patient’s malady was incurable and that the 
sufferer had little more than a month to live. Rev. R. Isolani, S.J. 
was called to administer the Last Sacraments to him. The 
priest admonished him to have confidence in the intercession 
of Pope Pius X, and to ask his cure. He gave the sick man 
a small picture and a little piece of clothing of the venerated 
deceased Pontiff. The patient placed both on the affected spot 
and recommended himself to the intercession of the saintly 
Pope. Instantly a change took place; pain and vomiting ceased, 
and after ten days the physician found no swelling nor any 
other sign of the old complaint. 

Captain Hamon, by a fall in May 1919, burst a bloodvessel 
of the brain which resulted in paralysis of one side and loss 
of speech. The pastor induced him to receive Holy Communion 
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and gave him a relic of Pius X, at the same time exhorting 
the family to make a novena. On the second day of the novena 
the malady ceased; at the end of the novena the patient re- 
covered the use of speech; after another eight days, he left 
his bed and was soon able to resume his business. 

* 


*x * 
A letter from a religious in the United States, dated February 3, 1925, de- 
scribes her recovery after having invoked the intercession of the saintly “Pope 
of the Eucharist,” Pius X : — 


Gratitude towards God and His saints urges me to let 
you know of the miraculous cure I obtained through the in- 
tercession of Pope Pius X. 

I was ill for several months and at last declared to be 
consumptive. With cavities in my lungs and an extreme 
weakness I was laid up for two weeks, when I heard of the 
miracles our holy Father Pope Pius X performed on two re- 
ligious. — I confidently, with the whole Sisterhood, betook 
myself to prayer that, if such be God’s will I might obtain 
the cure through his intercession. During that time I was 
three times examined, each time at an interval of four weeks, 
when, to our great surprise, the third time the doctor declared 
that there were no more traces of tuberculosis and I felt daily 
a wonderful improvement. 

The state I was in and the circumstances seem to prove 
that the cure was effected by a miracle obtained through His 
Holiness Pius X. 

We made the promise, if obtaining the favor, we would 
write to you that you might publish it in your magazine. 


¢ t ¢ 


Gregorian Masses 

The practice of having thirty consecutive Masses, commonly called 
‘‘The Gregorian Masses,’’ said for a deceased person, is not so widely 
known and adopted by the faithful as this beautiful and efficacious 
custom for the relief of the suffering souls deserves. Many will doubt- 
less welcome information regarding their origin and power. 

The Gregorian Masses are a successive series of thirty Masses 
said for the same deceased person, to obtain the deliverance of that 
soul from purgatory through the benevolent dispensation of God’s 
mercy. The belief in the efficacy of these Masses is based on a private 
revelation made to Pope St. Gregory and approved by the Church. In 
the ‘“‘Book of Dialogues’’ (Book iv. chap. 35), St. Gregory tells of a 
monk who died under monastic excommunication. For a time no suf- 
frages were offered for his soul. However, when later thirty Masses 
had been offered for him, he appeared and made known his deliverance 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 349 


from purgatory. St. Gregory concludes: ‘‘...It is evident that the 
soul was released through the efficacy of these thirty Masses.”’ 

Pope Benedict XIV commended this pious usage highly, and the 
Sacred Congregation of Indulgences declared that the confidence of 
the faithful which holds that the offering of the Gregorian Masses have 
a special effect in delivering a certain soul from purgatory, is pious 
and reasonable. 

More than one series of Gregorian Masses may be offered up for 
the same soul, however, because the application of the fruit of these 
Masses which are offered per modum suffragii, is not certain. St. Thomas 
of Aquin says: ‘‘Though the efficacy of Holy Mass is infinite, the ap- 
plication of it is limited by God, and is in proportion to the zeal, devo- 
tion and preparation of those who offer it, as well as and especially of 
those for whom it is offered.’’ It is commendable for the faithful to 
have the Gregorian Masses said for those whom they wish to deliver 
from the purifying flames of purgatory. 

It is necessary that the thirty Masses be said in succession without inter- 
ruption, and each set of thirty Masses may be said for one individual deceased 
person only. In this country it is very difficult, especially for parish priests, to 
accept Gregorian Masses; even monasteries are not anxious to accept such 
series of Masses. Monasteries and religious institutions in Europe, particularly 
in Germany and Austria, suffer a great dearth of Mass intentions. They will 
receive Gregorian Masses most gratefully, begin the Masses promptly and 
conscientiously offer the thirty consecutive Masses for the departed soul as 
requested. The stipend is thirty dollars for one set. By sending Gregorian 
Masses to needy monasteries in Central Europe, the donor not only assists his 
loved onet with the powerful efficacy of these Masses, but likewise draws 
upon himself God’s blessing in reward for his great charity. 

All Mass intentions will be promptly forwarded to distressed European 
priests if sent to: 


Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B. or 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 





What has already been related of the many and fruitful 
-_ activities of St. Anthony has justly filled us with admiration, 
but this admiration must increase still more when we learn, 
that besides all this, he spent much of his time in the con- 
fessional and in the direction of individual souls. 

The number of those who, by the grace of God, were 
converted through the power of Anthony’s word and thronged 
the confessionals, was often so great that all the priests of 
the city did not suffice to hear them. To many who were 
ensnared in sin, St. Anthony appeared in their sleep and ad- 
monished them to confess their sins and do penance. 
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An account of a converted robber and murderer is still 
extant, showing how Anthony was accustomed to receive his 
penitents. The fame of Anthony’s sermons had reached the 
ears of twelve highway robbers who became curious to see 
the wonder-worker. Disguising themselves, they mingled with 
the crowd of pious listeners. Soon they were to experience in 
themselves the truth of the reports concerning the wonderful 
effects of his preaching. His words made so deep an impres- 
sion on them that they were moved to contrition, and after 
the sermon cast themselves at the feet of the saint to reveal 
to him their sinful lives in a sincere confession. 

Many years later, a minorite, when on a journey, met an 
old man who told him that he had known Anthony of Padua. 

“We were twelve companions,” said the aged man, “and 
our trade was to lie in ambush, seize travellers unawares, and 
murder and plunder them. 

“When we heard of this holy man, to whose sermons not 
seldom twenty thousand people thronged, we became curious. 
Disguising ourselves, we went to a sermon. We heard him 
speak flaming words, and our hearts grew soft like wax before 
the fire. It seemed as though he held our hearts in his hand, 
so readily did he call forth any impression he desired. We 
confessed to him all our sins, and he encouraged us with 
wholesome admonitions and heavenly doctrine. I wish I could 
describe the friendliness and fatherly affection with which he 
received us, but it is not possible. O the beautiful counsels 
and wholesome admonitions he gave us! I am not capable 
of expressing with what solemn earnestness he promised us 
eternal life, if we would be converted and do penance, while 
on the other hand, he threatened us with severest punishments 
in this life as well as in the next if we remained impenitent. 

“Some of my companions returned to their former life of 
sin, and I saw how they were most cruelly executed soon after. 
The others persevered on the right path and have already 
accomplished their days: of the twelve, I am the only survivor. 
Among other things, the saint imposed on me a penance of 
visiting the church of the holy apostles in Rome twelve times. 
I have just made my twelfth pilgrimage to this church and 
have thus completed my penance. Now that I have observed 
the saint’s admonitions as far as human weakness permits, 
may I not rejoice in the hope that his promise will be fulfilled 
in me?” 
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When Bread, the Most Needful, Fails — 
That is Hard! 


In many convents of Germany and Austria need and privation 
is still excessive; for instance, the convents of the Good Shepherd; 
institutions for orphaned soldier children, very many. Carmelite 
convents and also Benedictine convents suffer under pressing 
need. These convents, in consequence of the World War, have 
lost all their former income and for many years to come will be 
dependent on the charity of generous benefactors. Here follows 
a touching letter from the director of a boys’ seminary in Austria. 
Rev. P. Lukas, O Noble Priestly Soul! 

With intense longing I awaited help from you. I trust that my 
letter of October 7, 1924, reached you safely. Not having heard from you up to 
the present date, I cannot but deem myself unworthy of so extraordinary gifts. 
I entreat your holy prayers; at least you cannot refuse this petition to a sorely 
oppressed confrere. Yes, Rev. Father Lukas, I need courage in order not to suc- 
cumb under difficulties. The average number of students that I have to educate 
for the missions come from poor parents, and when bread, the thing most indis- 
pensable, is lacking, then Rev. Father, it is very distressing. The only meat we 
have is from animals killed by accident, and at times I am so disgusted with it 
that I cannot eat anything. ButI gladly suffer hunger if only I can satisfy the 
hunger of my students. Perhaps the New Year, for which I wish you every blessing, 
will bring you something for me through St. Joseph. 

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Most gratefully, A poor Director 


A Contract with St. Anthony 


St. Anthony is the great helper in thousands of temporal 
and spiritual needs. We have hundreds of letters on file telling 
with what astonishing promptness the good Saint comes to 
the aid of those who confidently invoke him. But whoever 
wishes to be helped by him should give alms for bread for the 
poor; much bread, if he has the means. In Central Europe, 
hundreds of thousands of children beg for bread. Thousands 
of nuns suffer utmost want of all the necessaries of life! Thou- 
sands of priests suffer extreme privation in food and clothing, 
and many are unable to buy the little bread and wine required 
for Holy Mass. Try it, dear reader, and you will see miracles, 
provided you fulfil the following conditions: 

1st Gondition — That you ask nothing of St. Anthony which would 
be opposed to your eternal salvation. 

2nd Zondition — That you give according to your strength and 
means. He who is rich should give plentifully, should give even till it 
hurts, until it is really a sacrifice; as Lazarus, Mary and Martha did. 
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They gave liberally, very liberally, and our Lord always accepted their 
alms with pleasure. He never said: ‘‘Dear children, that is too much; 
you must provide also for yourselves, etc.’’ 

Let us take for granted that a wealthy gentleman, advanced in 
years, is concerned about his eternal salvation, or perhaps is suffering 
from a painful malady. He longs for help and alleviation, for comfort 
from abové. Suppose this gentleman gives one hundred dollars for St. 
Anthony’s Bread and thinks, ‘‘That is a goodly sum!’’ But listen: This 
gentleman gave too little! He did not give according to his means! He 
could have given a thousand dollars just as well, and still not have felt 
it! He, on his part, wants something very important from St. Anthony, 
therefore he should have given a proportionate alms. St. Anthony is 
very generous and charitable, and expects his clients to be the same. 
He who has much, let him give much; he who has little, let him give of 
the little for St. Anthony’s Bread, and St. Anthony will do his part. We 
must expect this of him with unwavering trust. 

3rd Condition Confidence. Many do not trust St. Anthony fully. 
They say: ‘‘Let him help first, then I will do something too; but first I 
must have help.’’ That is not as perfect as to give, and then rely con- 
fidently on St. Anthony. Therefore, be prudent; trust him; help ac- 
cording to your ability to supply these poor sisters and children with 
bread. By this you honor St. Anthony, and St. Anthony will stand 
good for everything. That is his unalterable custom. 


A “Thought from Heaven’”’ 

In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 to $2000.00. In 
Germany and Austria, a donation of $500.00 would be sufficient for the education 
of a youth to the priesthood. However, many people with the best will are unable 
to sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be possible for them. Be 
consoled, for this amount would defray the expenses of a student of theology until 
his ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation for the bishop, 
when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a 
year. That suffices to defray the most necessary expenses of a student for one year. 

Whoever adopts a student may send us the offering and we will forward the 
donation to the diocesan bishop or to the director of the seminary who will apply 
it for the tuition of a worthy student. The bishop or director will write you him- 
self, and also the happy student. Then, dear reader you can say in truth: I have 
a priest in my family who will pray much for me! 


——____— @ 
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A reader from Pittsburgh says: “I consider myself very fortunate to be able to 
secure those beautiful, yes, most wonderful books. Every person without fail should 
get them to make sure the salvation of his soul. It’s all in loving God, and these 
tell us-how — and all so simple and grand. I want to say that money could not 
buy them, providing there were no way to replace them.” 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Meditations on our Savior’s Passion; prayers. From Dakota: “‘It 
gave me a clearer understanding of the sufferings of our Lord, 
than any prayers or teachings ever did before.” 5 cents each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance of our Lord, 
and beautiful prayers. Promises in favor of those who venerate 
the Holy Face. 5 cents each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Its infinite value; how we should offer It to God to obtain graces 
for the living and alleviation for the departed. Prayers. 5 cents 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
Object and value of these devotions. How to keep them. 
Beautiful prayers and reflections suitable for the Guard of Honor 
and the Holy Hour. 5 cents each. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and Prayers. 5 cents each 


Go to Joseph 
Sets forth his dignity, sanctity, power and glory. A man from 
Illinois writes: ““The spiritual information it embodies is truly 
priceless.” 10 cents each 


Devotion to St. Joseph 
A variety of prayers, novenas, etc. A Sister of St. Joseph says: 
“‘We have never seen so complete a collection of prayers to St. 
Joseph; it is an excellent work.” 5 cents each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
Brief History; manifestations of “The Holy Christ;” testimonies 
of physicians; marvels witnessed by bishops, priests and pil- 
grims. 10 cents each. 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
From Massachusetts: “‘I am charmed with it and can hardly let 
the book out of my hands; it if wonderful.” Newfoundland : 
“The pictures are so very lifelike that one cannot look at them 
and remain unmoved.” 20 cents each. 
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Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children which pleases, and inspires 
devotion not only in the hearts of the little ones, but it even attracts 
their elders. It is printed in clear, large type on best paper. It con- 
tains sixteen appropriate pictures and two Mass devotions. The first 
gives a simple, clear explanation of each part of Holy Mass, the sec- 
ond is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual prayers, there are 
eight Visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


A mother writes: ‘“‘My little daughter had this book sent to 
her for Christmas by a nun. I have never seen a prayer-book for 
children I admired so much.” 

A nun: ‘‘Kindly send me five dozen copies; the prayers in them 
are beautiful for Holy Massand visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament.” 

A priest: “Kindly send me a dozen of these excellent books. 
They are good for any person.” 

A missionary: ‘‘Our Indian children like it very much on 
account of its familiar language and deep, devotional thoughts.” 


Durable cover, 20 cents. Imitation leather cover, 25 cents. 
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Hanging Crucifixes — in Real Ebony 
Place one or more of these beautiful Crucifixes in your home. 
Oxidized Corpus 8% in. $1.50; ro in. $2.50 
~ si 3 in. 0.353 4¥% in. 0.60 
Lf desired, the Crucifix will be enriched with the indulgences of the stations 
and of the dying. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 
Heavily gold-plated 
Not on chain $0.75 On chain $2.25 
Aluminum scapular medals 3 for 0.25 
Gilt scapular medals each 0.25 
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Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
(New and enlarged edition) 


Its most consoling and uplifting articles will cheer your sick friends. It 
contains Confession, Communion and Mass Devotions, and many beautiful 
prayers. From Kentucky: “It is wonderfully consoling. As I have been an 
invalid practically all my life, it has been a great comfort to me.” From Vir- 
ginia: “They are certainly words of consolation for the sick.” Cleveland: “I 
hope the poor sufferer to whom I wish to give this booklet will receive as much 
consolation as I did when I was ill.” 10 cents each 


From Salt Lake City: “Kindly send me Back Numbers of Cabernacle and 
Purgatory. I should like to distribute them. Each time I order from your rich 
store of treasures, 1 always find something especially suited for me in the few 
sheets from back numbers you use for wrapping. How wonderful is God! How 
His Spirit guides and leads, if we only ask!” 

Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 
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